
      

 

 

  

      

 

SASA Postgraduate Prize 

 

Congratulations to the winner of 

the 2011 SASA Prize, which went 

to Blair Smith (University of 

Dundee) for his paper “‘Them That 

Ain’t Cowards Follow Me’: The 

Contest for Authority during the 

Siege of Boonesborough and the 

Battle of Blue Licks.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SASA e-Newsletter 

This is a busy time for many of us, as memories of summer research and relaxation 

fade away in the face of the frantic arrival of Autumn semester, and new cohorts of 

students.  

But despair ye not: this brief SASA newsletters brings good tidings of all things 

Americanist, not least of which is the critical information about next year’s SASA 

meeting, which I’m very grateful to Prof. Simon Newman for having undertaken to 

chair and co-ordinate. Early Americanists should also look out for the return of the 

British Group in Early American History meeting to Scotland, which will be hosted by Dr. 

Matthew Ward and Dr. Emma Hart jointly at Dundee/St. Andrews (Sept. 2012) 

Please do spread the word, and look forward to seeing many of you in Glasgow! 

Best wishes,     

Ben Marsh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Ben Marsh 

 

Message from the Chair 

 

 

SASA is a sister organisation to 
the larger British Association of 

American Studies.  

For more information about their 
membership, conferences, and 
in-house journal, The Journal of 

American Studies, see 
http://www.baas.ac.uk/. 

Q: What happened on 

9/11, in 1861? 

 

A: President Lincoln 

revoked Gen. John C. 

Frémont's unauthorised 

military proclamation of 

emancipation in Missouri. 

 

John C. Frémont, 1852 portrait, by 

William S. Jewett 

University of 

Glasgow, where 

the 2012 SASA 

Conference is 

scheduled to take 

place on 17 March 

(see final page for 

CFP) 

SASA Committee 

 
• Honorary President: Rhodri 

Jeffreys-Jones  

• Chair: Ben Marsh  

• Vice-Chair: Matt Ward  

• Secretary: Fabian Hilfrich  

• Treasurer: Kirsten Phimister 

• Postgrad Reps: Blair Smith 

(Dundee) & Ryan Davidson 

(Glasgow) 

• Website Co-ordinator: Catherine 

Callard 
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Helen Wood: USA’s First 

Female Military Casualty 

 

The first female members of the US 

military killed in the line of duty were 

World War I Army nurses Edith Ayres 

and Helen Wood. They were killed on 

May 20, 1917, while with Base 

Hospital #12 aboard the USS Mongolia 

en route to France. The ship’s crew 

fired the deck guns during a practice 

drill, and one of the guns exploded, 

spewing shell fragments across the 

deck.  

 

Helen Wood was originally from 

Musselburgh, and her great nephew, 

Sonny Moran, is optimistic of securing 

for her a military headstone in 2012 

through the US Department of 

Veteran Affairs. We wish him luck. 
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How to Register your 

Membership of SASA: 

 
Please send an e-mail to 
the following address, 

confirming your wish to 
be registered as a 

member of SASA, and 
providing brief details of 
your status (e.g. lecturer, 

postgraduate, 
independent) and your 

principal interests within 
the broader field of  
American Studies.  

 
Email: 

k.phimister@ed.ac.uk  
 

 

 

Forthcoming Seminar Papers of Interest, 

Autumn 2011 

 

¶ 10 October 2011: Institute for 

Advanced Studies in the Humanities, 

University of Edinburgh. Christopher 

Hodgkins (Director, Atlantic World 

Research Network and Professor of 

English, University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro, US), “". . .  and the second 

time as farce": Conrad’s Heart of 

Darkness, Waugh’s A Handful of Dust, 

and the last of protestant imperialism.” 

 

¶ 11 October 2011: Public lecture at 

6pm, Prof. Nell Irvin Painter, “The History 

of White People.” Reserve your ticket 

at http://edinburgh-university-72-

eorg.eventbrite.com/  

 

¶ 9 November 2011: Institute for 

Advanced Studies in the Humanities, 

University of Edinburgh. Dr. Tom Wright 

(University of East Anglia), “Lecturing 

and Civic Orality from Glasgow to 

Massachusetts” 

 

¶ 16 November 2011: University of 

Northumbria. Dr Simon Hall (University 

of Leeds), “The Bicentennial, the 

American Left, and the rhetoric of  

Americanism.” 

 

¶ 17 November 2011: University of 

Edinburgh. Hisashi Kuboyama, 

“Loyalism and radicalism of Glasgow 

tradesmen in the age of American 

Revolution.” 

 

¶ 23 November 2011: University of Stirling. 

Dr Alex Smith (University of 

Huddersfield), “Absence, Discretion 

and the Politics of Stealth: Harnessing 

the Creativity of Concealment in the 

Factional Wars of the Kansas 

Republican Party.”  
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SASA  
 

Scottish Association  
for the Study of  

America  

 
 

CFP: SASA Thirteenth Annual Conference,  

Saturday 17 March, 2012 

Andrew Hook Centre for American Studies, University of Glasgow 
 

 
Philadelphia in Glasgow, Summer 2012 

 

The Scottish Association for the Study of America (SASA) was formed in 1999 to encourage and 

facilitate the study of America in Scotland.  The annual conference will take place at the University of 

Glasgow, on 17th March 2012. The conference is designed to provide a forum for Americanist 

postgraduate students and academic staff to share and discuss their research. 

 

There is no specific theme for the conference, and we hope that the programme will reflect the 

range and vitality of American Studies within Scottish universities. Proposals are invited from scholars 

of literature, history, international relations, politics, religious studies, and other cognate disciplines. 

Proposals for individual papers and panels should be delivered by email, post or fax to the 

conference organiser by 31st January 2012; they should not exceed one page and must include a 

provisional title, and full contact information.  

 

Proposals from postgraduate students are particularly welcome. The cost of registration will be kept 

to a minimum for postgraduate students, and travel bursaries may be available. 

 

Prof. Simon Newman      Simon.Newman@glasgow.ac.uk 

Hook Centre for American Studies  

School of Humanities 

2 University Gardens 

University of Glasgow 

Glasgow G12 8QQ 
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Organized with support from SASA, the Hook Centre for American 

Studies, the British Association for American Studies, and the 

Cultural Office of the Embassy of the United States. 
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